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The Clarendon Edifier Issue 1 October 2012 
Following the Zero Issue in August, there has been a lot of interest to see this first issue of 
the newsletter dedicated to the Brethren of Clarendon Lodge N° 8023 in Wolverhampton 
under the Provincial Grand Lodge of Staffordshire. 
The Lodge will shortly be embarking in 
the new Masonic year – and in the new 
premises at the Perton Park Club.  Whilst 
our own Bye-Laws are short and to the 
point, you will be interested to see those 
of a Shropshire Lodge some 224 years 
ago, in 1788. 
The Book of Constitutions has recently 
been changed to include the Lodge 
Mentor, a rôle which is not yet fully 
understood. The recommendations from 
Grand Lodge will give a greater 
understanding on this important office 
within the Lodge. 
1775 saw a History of Free Masonry – 
Athelstane succeeded his father Edward in 
924, and appointed his brother Edwin 
patron of the Masons, who procured a 
charter from Athelstane for them to meet 
in annual communication at York.  In this 
day the first grand Lodge of England was 
formed in 916, at which Edwin presided 
as Gran Master. 
1892 saw Kipling’s famous poem – The Mother Lodge – published in his book Barrack 
Room Ballads. 
May  y ou r  l i f e  be  l i k e  a  Snowf l a ke  –  Lea v i n g  a  Mark ,  No t  a  Sta i n  

Previous issues of The Clarendon Edifier as well as some e-Books can be downloaded on-line at 
  www.masonic-lodge.info/C8023/Edifier.html
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 NO COMMENT 

 
The Freemasons’ Magazine and Masonic Mirror. Vol. XIX (New Series) 1868 – London 

The Masonic Mirror [1854-1855] amalgamated with The Freemasons Monthly Magazine [1856-1857] 
which became a weekly magazine from 1858 to 1871 and Published by the Freemasons’ Magazine 
Company Limited from 1868 to 1871. 
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Bro. Joseph Rudyard Kipling 

30 December 1865 – 18 January 1936, was an English short-story writer, poet, and 
novelist. 

He received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1907. He was born in Bombay, in the Bombay 
Presidency of British India, and was taken by his family to England when he was five years 
old. 

The Lodge of Hope and Perseverance, No. 782, English Constitution in Lahore, Punjab, 
India was seeking a Secretary. The year was 1885 and there was a new resident in Lahore, 
a young man, not yet of legal age, employed as an assistant editor of the provincial 
newspaper. His father was a Freemason, a notable artist, and Curator of the Lahore 
Museum. It was suggested that the son was eminently suited for the vacant office, and 
thus, at twenty years and six months, Rudyard Kipling became a Freemason and Lodge 

Secretary in a Masonic connection that influenced his life and 
writings through many years. 

Kipling also received the Mark Master degree in a 
Lahore Mark Lodge and affiliated with a Craft Lodge 
in Allahabad, Bengal. Later, in England he affiliated 
as an honorary member of the Motherland Lodge, 
No. 3861 in London. He was also a member of the 
Authors Lodge No. 3456 and a founder-member of 

the Lodge Builders of the Silent Cities, No. 4948, which was connected with the War 
Graves Commission and which was so named at Kipling’s suggestion. Another Masonic 
association was formed when he became Poet Laureate of the famous Canongate Kilwinning 
No. 2 in Edinburgh, the Lodge of which Robert Burns is said to have served in the same 
office. Enquiry of Brattleboro Lodge No. 102, in Vermont, discloses no record of Rudyard 
Kipling having visited during his residence in the community. Years later, however, he 
accepted a fellowship in the Philalethes Society, an organization of Masonic writers 
formed in the United States in 1928. The 
February 1963 issue of The Philalethes, a 
publication of this Society, recalls that, before 
the original list of forty Fellows was closed in 
1932, Kipling was proposed as the fortieth 
Fellow. When the Secretary wrote to advise him 
that they wished to honour the author of My 
Mother Lodge, The Man Who Would Be King, Kim 
and other Masonic stories, Kipling accepted. 
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The Mother Lodge  
This famous Masonic poem is written for the cockney accent and relates to Kipling’s own 
Mother Lodge, Hope and Perseverance N° 782 in Lahore.  There is a sprinkling of poetic 
licence here as many members of the real Lodge were in fact high ranking British army 
officers, but Kipling omits mention of them and instead he includes more humble brethren 
in this idealised Lodge. 

The Mother Lodge 
 

THERE was Rundle, Station Master,  
An' Beazeley of the Rail,  
An' 'Ackman, Commissariat,  
An' Donkin' o' the Jail;  
An' Blake, Conductor-Sergeant,  
Our Master twice was 'e,  
With im that kept the Europe-shop,  
Old Framjee Edu1jee. 

Outside - " Sergeant! Sir! Salute! Salaam! 
Inside - 'Brother," an' it doesn't do no 'arm. 
We met upon the Level an' we parted on the Square, 
An' I was junior Deacon in my Mother-Lodge out there! 

We'd Bola Nath, Accountant, 
An' Saul the Aden Jew, 
An' Din Mohammed, draughtsman 
Of the Survey Office too; 
There was Babu Chuckerbutty, 
An' Amir Singh the Sikh, 
An' Castro from the fittin'-sheds, 
The Roman Catholick! 

We 'adn't good regalia, 
An' our Lodge was old an' bare, 
But we knew the Ancient Landmarks, 
An' we kep' 'em to a hair; 
An' lookin' on it backwards 
It often strikes me thus, 
There ain't such things as infidels, 
Excep', per'aps, it's us. 
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For monthly, after Labour, 
We'd all sit down and smoke 
(We dursn't give no banquets, 
Lest a Brother's caste were broke), 
An' man on man got talkin' 
Religion an' the rest, 
An' every man comparin' 
Of the God 'c knew the best. 

So man on man got talkin', 
An' not a Brother stirred 
Till mornin' waked the parrots 
An' that dam' brain-fever-bird. 
We'd say 'twas 'ighly curious, 
An' we'd all ride 'ome to bed, 
With Mo'ammed, God, an' Shiva 
Changin' pickets in our 'ead. 

Full oft on Guv'ment service 
This rovin' foot 'ath pressed, 
An' bore fraternal greetin's 
To the Lodges east an' west, 
Accordin' as commanded. 
From Kohat to Singapore, 
But I wish that I might see them 
In my Mother-Lodge once more! 

I wish that I might see them, 
My Brethren black an' brown, 
With the trichies smellin' pleasant trichies - a type of cigar 
An' the hog-darn passin' down; hog-darn - a cigar-lighter 
An' the old khansamah snorin' khansamah - a Butler  
On the bottle-khana floor, bottle-khana - a room for provisions,  
Like a Master in good standing a pantry 
With my Mother-Lodge once more. 

Outside - Sergeant! Sir! Salute! Salaam!' 
Inside- Brother," an' it doesn't do no 'arm. 
We met upon the Level an' we parted on the Square, 
An' I was Junior Deacon in my Mother-Lodge out there! 
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The Office of Lodge Mentor – This new office of Lodge Mentor was approved at the 
March Quarterly Communication of Grand Lodge.  It is an “Additional Office” which ranks after 
the Charity Steward. It recognizes what has been happening in many Lodges for a number of 
years and is regarded as being of great importance in ensuring that every new mason, or indeed 
any brother, becomes involved in his Lodge and gains an understanding of Freemasonry so that 
he can enjoy his membership and be able to talk confidently and competently about it to his 
friends and family.  The Grand Master wishes it to be known that he is fully behind this 
development and he hopes that each Lodge will appoint and invest a suitable brother to be Lodge 
Mentor. 
Address to the Lodge Mentor – The Worshipful Master and Brethren of this Lodge have 
selected you as their Mentor and I cannot stress too highly the importance of your rôle.  From the 
moment we are initiated, we begin not only to learn about our Order but also to learn about 
ourselves.  You have a vital part to play in the process to ensure that every member of the Lodge 
finds all occasions when they meet to be interesting, enlightening, worthwhile and above all, 
enjoyable.  But this is not a rôle for you and for you alone. You must ensure that all the Brethren 
act as Mentors, not just with the new members. You and they are also here to guide, support, 
nurture and assist every Brother, irrespective of rank, position or age.  In this way, the Brethren 
will enjoy their Freemasonry and wish to share that pleasure with both the Masonic and their own 

wider communities.  They will constantly look forward to their next 
happy meeting and those who were unavoidably absent, will wish to 
return and share in that bond of love and happiness once again.  You 
have been chosen to undertake this important role within your Lodge and 
I commend to all the Brethren that they support you and one another, in 
ensuring Mentoring is at the heart of Freemasonry.  Today, your Brother 
the Junior Warden has been instructed to “look well to the South” and 
your Brother the Senior Warden, to “look well to the West”.  Therefore, 
Brother Mentor, I ask you to “look well to the future”, for this Lodge and 

for all its Brethren. 
The rôle of the Lodge Mentor – The Pro Grand Master told Grand Lodge that mentoring 
a Candidate has three stages.  The first stage is for each Candidate to understand the basic 
logistics that are involved in becoming a Freemason.  It is really about a proper welcome.  A 
Candidate should never feel under briefed and should be made aware of his financial and time 
commitment.  During this stage the Personal Mentor answers any questions the Candidate may 
have to enable him to gain a sense of belonging.  In other words, there should never be any 
surprises.  The second stage is an understanding of the basics of the ritual, especially after 
initiation, passing and raising.  This understanding should lead to the ability to answer questions 
about the myths that non Masons have – so that right from the start, members can counter the 
questions accurately and without embarrassment.  We are not talking about an in depth 
knowledge, but more a common understanding.  The Personal Mentor can, of course, point the 
new mason in the right direction for this additional and important in depth information as they 
require it.  The third stage is to give the new Mason the confidence – from the very outset – in 
order that he can speak to family and friends in particular, about Freemasonry.  This is vital to 
ensuring the future.  A Candidate – and indeed this applies equally to the all of us – needs to 
understand how to talk to non Masons about what Freemasonry means.  The aim is to have as 
many members as possible as Ambassadors for Freemasonry. 
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To fulfill the role, one needs to: 
o Be fully aware of the mentoring process, what it is trying to achieve and what ‘success 

looks like’ in a Lodge. 
o Make sure that all the members in the Lodge are aware of mentoring and what benefits it 

will bring to the Lodge.  A short paper on mentoring can be delivered in open Lodge. 
o Enable Personal Mentors to fully understand the aims and objectives of the programme. 
o Encourage Personal Mentors attend any training courses or workshops provided. 
o Find “the best fit” between each Personal Mentor and the Lodge member. 
o Become involved at the early stages of a Candidate’s application to the Lodge. The 

Proposer or Seconder may have the ability to fulfill the role. 
o Take time to ensure the Candidate and Personal Mentor form a good initial relationship. 

Do they sit together both in the Lodge and at the Festive Board? 
o Assess how mentoring is working within the Lodge.  A regular report to the Lodge 

Committee or a Mentor’s Report in open Lodge. 
It  should not be forgotten that it is not only the new members that need to be mentored.  Many of 
the Lodge officers would benefit from having a Personal 
Mentor particularly the Wardens as they approach the Chair.  
The Lodge Mentor must also be aware that many brethren 
once they have  been Master feel that there is no further role 
for them and they drift away from the Lodge. 
Most importantly, to make sure that this is all done in good 
heart and that it is enjoyable.  Mentoring exists to help 
develop good Masons and support the Lodge.  If it works, 
everyone wins. 
Personal Mentor – The most important part of the role 
as the Candidate’s Personal Mentor is to be a friend and guide 
to him – to help him become involved in the Lodge and to 
understand and enjoy his Freemasonry.  Thus, the new Mason 
will enjoy the full benefits of being a Freemason, be confident 
and competent to talk about Freemasonry to his family and friends – and the Lodge will have 
gained a great asset. 
Being a Friend: Friends look after one another.  Once the Candidate becomes a member; stay in 
touch and should he miss a meeting and you did not know he was going to, ‘phone him and see 
that everything is alright.  The Initiation: As a friend you will want him to enjoy the night of his 
Initiation. Ideally you or another Brother will give him a lift to the Masonic Hall.  Make certain 
he knows what the dress code is and that he has a copy of the Closing Ode, some money for the 
collection and help him with the Signs when the Lodge is being closed.  Make certain he knows 
what is expected of him particularly, if he has to respond to his toast, it helps if you have 
discussed what he has to say.  After the Initiation: You should arrange to meet him before the 
next meeting, preferably in the Lodge Room, to discuss the ceremony and show him around the 
room explaining the important points.  The next Meeting: Make sure he is aware when the next 
meeting is and of the Lodge’s calendar.  If there is not going to be an initiation in the Lodge in 
the near future try to take him to one in a nearby Lodge when they have one so he can see the 
ceremony.  

Further information and a series of papers can be seen on www.masonicmentoring.org.uk 
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The Clarendon Lodge 8023 has recently changed its Bye-Laws; on the following pages is 
the set of Bye Laws for the Good Rule and Government of the Salopian Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons N° 525 which were adopted on August 20th, 1788 – some 224 years 
ago! 
The use of the word “Bye-Laws”  
Collins Dictionary, 1959: – bylaw, bye-law – a local law made by a subordinate authority 
[Middle English bilawe, from bi a borough – probably from Old Norse bȳlǫg, from Old 
Norse bȳr town + lag-, lǫg law] 
First Known Use: 14th century 
Collins Reverso, 2012: – bylaw, bye-law – a rule made by a local authority for the 
regulation of its affairs or management of the area it governs. A regulation of a company, 
society, etc. 
Whilst the word “bylaw” is found in the American Merriam-Webster dictionaries, the 
alternatives “by-law” and “bye-law” are found in most English dictionaries with the 
hyphen.  The new Massachusetts Business Corporation Act of 2004 uses bylaws. 

The 1915, Fourth Edition, of Robert's Rules of Order 
Revised, uses the hyphenated spelling "by-laws." The 
current, 10th edition, of Robert's Rules of Order Newly 
Revised uses "bylaws." Although many bylaws (by-laws) 
still spell it with a hyphen, the current usage in America is 
without a hyphen. 

Since we are in England, the Clarendon Lodge will use 
Bye-Laws 
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A LIBRARY AND MUSEUM OF FREEMASONRY INFORMATION SHEET 

COMMEMORATIVE JEWELS 

There have been numerous times when the United Grand Lodge of England has commissioned a jewel 
for its members in order to commemorate a specific event. Two of the most commonly encountered of 
these are the Queen Victoria Gold and Diamond Jubilee jewels. 

On 13th June 1887 and 14th June 1897 Especial Grand Lodges were held at the Royal Albert Hall, 
presided over by the Grand Master, HRH the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII) calling for 
Freemasons to present a loyal address to the Queen on the occasions of her 50th and 60th 
anniversaries as monarch. On both occasions the Grand Master announced that there would be a 
special jewel commissioned that all masons would be permitted to wear if they were members of a lodge 
at the time of each celebration. Those masons actually present at the meetings were able to wear a 
jewel with a bar bearing the date of the meeting, and those who served as stewards there were 
permitted to wear a double ‘S’ badge on the ribbon. 

The Golden Jubilee jewel was designed by Sir Albert Woods, Garter King at Arms of the College of Arms 
and Grand Director of Ceremonies at Grand Lodge. The Diamond Jubilee jewel was designed by 
George Kenning and Son, regalia manufacturers. Due to the large number of jewels required, numerous 
manufacturers were commissioned to make them to the same pattern, leading to a number of slight 
variations existing. Most were silver gilt with 18ct gold detail and due to the quantity produced large 
numbers still exist in circulation today. 

 

There were other times that jewels were struck to mark an occasion which were purely masonic affairs, 
such as the jewels struck to commemorate the Installation of the Prince of Wales as Grand Master in 
1875 and the very similar jewel for the installation of the Duke of Connaught as Grand Master in 1901. 
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The former was designed by H. T. Lamb, a jewel and regalia manufacturer of Clerkenwell in London. 
The standard jewel was silver gilt and gold, but there were 368 solid gold copies for the stewards who 
officiated at the installation ceremony. The Prince was presented with a jewel set with 62 diamonds. 

 

The Duke of Connaught also features on the jewel for the 200th Anniversary of the formation of the first 
Grand Lodge on 1917. For the 250th Anniversary a special round jewel was made to be worn of the 
collars of lodge officers and for the 275th Anniversary both a collar jewel and a medal-style jewel were 
manufactured. As the Grand Lodge approaches its tercentenary in 2017, details of any commemorative 
jewels have yet to be announced. 

© The Library and Museum of Freemasonry (Registered Charity No 1058497) 2010 

www.freemasonry.london.museum   November 2010 
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        The Freemasons’ Magazine and Masonic Mirror – 15 July, 1871 
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The Apprentice Pillar at Rosslyn Chapel (Collegiate Chapel of St. Matthew) Roslin, Midlothian 


